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Review: Full Issue

Turner, Pamela S. The Frog Scientist. Illustrated by Andy Comins. Houghton Mifflin, 2009.
ISBN 9780618717163. $18.00. 58 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational book; Biographies;
Subject: Hayes, Tyrone--Juvenile literature; Frogs--Effect of pesticides on--Juvenile literature;
Atrazine--Physiological effect--Juvenile literature; Frogs --Effect of pesticides on;
Atrazine --Physiological effect; Books--Reviews;
As a youngster growing up in South Carolina, Tyrone Hayes was interested in frogs,
turtles, and snakes. His parents encouraged his scientific interests. In his studies at Harvard
University, Hayes was influenced by the dedicated mentoring of professor Bruce Waldman, who
specialized in amphibians. Hayes began doing "real" research with frog, which expanded during
doctoral studies at UC Berkeley. Today, Dr. Hayes continues to be one of the main scientists
discovering the impact of the herbicide Atrazine on fragile world frog populations. Tyrone is
also following professor Waldman's example: he takes other students under his wing and helps
them find their niche. He encourages students to stick with and explore their interests and find
ways to contribute to research.

Turner creates an informational book which can be enjoyed on a number of levels. A preschooler
will enjoy looking at Comins' close-up photos of different frogs and toads. In some photographs,
the frog appears to be smiling! For older children, this book would be an excellent read-aloud at
the beginning of the science fair unit. As they read about Tyrone's experiments with frogs,
students will better understand and be able to apply the steps of the scientific process to their
own experiments: coming up with a question, developing a hypothesis, and testing the
hypothesis. Turner's text emphasizes the importance of strictly controlling variables so the
researcher can compare findings with the control group. Back materials include a detailed
glossary, a listing with small photos of the frog and toads that are discussed, important websites
and multimedia information, a link to lesson plans, and a detailed bibliography and index. What
a great way to learn about the effects of a herbicide and to be introduced to a personable and
knowledgeable researcher!
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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dePaola, Tomie. Strega Nona's Harvest. Illustrated by Tomie dePaola. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2009.
ISBN 9780399252914. $16.99. 30 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Picture books; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Vegetable gardening--Fiction; Gardening--Fiction; Witches--Fiction; Books--Reviews;
Strega Nona is planting her yearly garden with the help of Big Anthony and Bambolona.
Strega Nona instructs them on how they should plant the seeds. Big Anthony wants to grow his
own garden, but not in such as strict a way as Strega Nona suggests. Big Anthony haphazardly
plants his secret seeds behind the goat shed. Then he performs Strega Nona's nightly ritual to aid
the plant's growth. After Strega Nona harvests all of her produce, Big Anthony begins to secretly
leave his over-abundant produce at her door. She uses that extra produce to feed the whole town
in a Harvest Feast, but never finds out where or from whom the produce comes from.

DePaola's illustrations in transparent acrylics are fun and vibrant. He uses both text and
illustrations to help get his story across. This is a good story to read to children when parents or
teachers want to teach children about working hard and following instructions.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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O'Callahan, Jay. Raspberries!. Illustrated by Will Moses. Philomel Books, 2009. ISBN
9780399251818. $17.99. not paginated.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture books;
Subject: Raspberries; Baking; Neighborliness; Books--Reviews;
Red-haired Simon is a kind-hearted and famous baker. People come from miles around to
watch him prepare bread dough and to purchase freshly-baked loaves and other treats. Simon
loves to sell young Sally, his favorite customer, two loaves of bread for a penny because she is
too poor to purchase bread at the regular price. When his two fellow bakers steal all of Simon's
money, Simon moves away to another town, starts an egg selling business. He begins wearing a
hat which hides his red hair and most of his face. One day Simon sees Sally, who has matured
into a beautiful young lady. Sally gives him a little pouch full of dried raspberry seeds to thank
Simon for the years he saved her family from starving. He doesn't think much about the gift
until the morning after he flings them into the air during a thunder and lightning storm. The next
morning Simon's farm is covered with bushes of ripe raspberries. After one taste, he jumps up
happily singing "Rasssspberrrieeees!" At first, the people in the town are not interested in buying
raspberries from their egg man. However, the town baker, seeing the delicious raspberries in
Simon's wagon, purchases a box and together they make raspberry tarts. One bite of the freshly
baked tarts makes the baker jump up happily singing "Rasssspberrrieeees!" Simon's life is
transformed. Lines of people now want raspberry tarts and everyone, even the adults, are
jumping in the air singing "Rasssspberrrieees!" Simon is happy and he no longer needs to hide
under his hat. His raspberry tarts unite the town as they celebrate the town's birthday.
The famous story-telling author, Jay O'Callahan, and the illustrator, Will Moses, have
come together to present a fun read-aloud story of how the results of one man's earlier kind acts
return to bless his life. The colorful, folksy illustrations add to this selection's appeal. In the text,
when the word "Rasssspberrrieees!" appears, the fancy font is fittingly raspberry red! Also
included is a CD of O'Callahan reading the selection.
Volume 30, no.5 (May/June 2010)
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D'Agnese, Joseph. Blockhead: The Life of Fibonacci. Illustrated by John O'Brien. Henry Holt,
2010. ISBN 9780805063059. $16.99. 40 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Historical fiction; Picture books;
Subject: Fibonacci, Leonardo, ca. 1170-ca. 1240--Juvenile fiction; Fibonacci numbers--Juvenile
fiction; Mathematicians--Italy--Biography--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Leonardo Fibonacci loves numbers in a way other people don’t understand. While
contemplating numbers and problems, those around him make fun of him by calling him a
"blockhead." His father, Bonaccio, is outraged and decides to take Fibonacci away from Pisa to
become a merchant. Fibonacci friend, Alfredo, advises him to learn as much about numbers as he
can during his travels. As he grows up, he learns of the different uses of numbers and math in
foreign countries. While with Alfredo, Fibonacci creates a mathematical problem dealing with
rabbits. From that problem, Fibonacci discovers a special set of numbers that are naturally found
in the environment: 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, etc. After his travels, Fibonacci returns to Pisa, but he
is again ridiculed by his countrymen. The ghost of his friend Alfredo reminds him that he is the
first person to discover nature’s special numbers. Then Fibonacci creates a special box diagram
to showcase his sequence of numbers called the Fibonacci sequence.
D'Agnese acknowledges that there isn't much information on Fibonacci life. It is known
that he had a nickname close to the word and meaning of "blockhead," but most of the book is
fiction. The end materials include activities on discovering and solving problems with the
Fibonacci sequence and using the book's illustrations to solve problems as well.
Volume 30, no.5 (May/June 2010)
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Weiss, Ellen. The Taming of Lola: A Shrew Story. Illustrated by Jerry Smith. Abrams, 2010.
ISBN 9780810940666. $15.95. 32 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Humorous stories; Picture books;
Subject: Temper tantrums--Juvenile fiction; Behavior--Juvenile fiction; Cousins--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Lola the Shrew is known throughout the meadow for her temper tantrums. Thus, when
she does not want to eat mosquitoes or wear her red socks, she gets her way. However, once her
cousin Lester arrives on the scene with a temper as big as hers, they end up fighting over
everything from beds to digging tunnels. After they realize that their fighting makes them miss
out on the family picnic, they agree to compromise. By the time Lester leaves, they are friends,
and Lola is forever cured of her temper tantrums.
Ellen Weiss and Jerry Smith, both recipients of many awards, have teamed up to create a
wonderfully witty story about friendship and learning how to behave. Weiss' fresh humor and
Smith's whimsically intelligent illustrations make for a clever combination when it comes to the
blending of prose and art. This book would be ideal for both the home and the classroom when
teaching children about the downfalls of a bad temper.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Engle, Margarita. Summer Birds: The Butterflies of Maria Merian. Illustrated by Julie Paschkis.
Henry Holt, 2010. ISBN 9780805089370. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Biographies, Informational books;
Subject: Caterpillars--Juvenile literature; Butterflies--Metamorphosis--Juvenile literature;
Merian, Maria Sibylla, 1647-1717--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Maria Merian is a girl with an abnormal fascination for one her age and gender: insects.
While others believe that butterflies--summer birds--and other bugs come supernaturally from
mud, Maria believes otherwise. In secret, she studies how caterpillars turn into butterflies,
knowing that she would be accused of witchcraft if found out. She documents her studies in the
forms of brilliant paintings and eventually has them published to prove to the world that bugs are
beautiful, not evil.
Engle and Paschkis work together to portray not only a true story, but a feast for the sight
and the mind. Engle promotes a true understanding of nature with her clear and detailed prose,
and Paschkis holds the reader enthralled with her vividly imaginative illustrations. However,
these illustrations, while gorgeous, are more imaginative than historically accurate. The costumes
of the characters are painted to look like they are either from the Renaissance or Medieval Ages,
when in reality the time period is Baroque. Additionally, the illustration of Maria printing her
book is most likely inaccurate, as someone else would have printed her book for her. Despite
these shortcomings, the illustrations do depict accurately the life cycle of the butterfly and
therefore would be of good use when teaching an insect unit in the classroom. Engle is both a
Pura Belpré Award and Newbery Honor winner.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Raffin, Deborah. Mitzi's World. Illustrated by Jane Wooster Scott. Abrams, 2009. ISBN
9780810980044. $17.95. 32 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture books;
Subject: Picture puzzles--Juvenile literature; Dogs--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Experience a year in the countryside and towns of early folk America as you look for
"teeny-weeny, itsy-bitsy, ditzy" Mitzi, a frisky Dalmatian with a red collar. Each season is
portrayed with three or four one-page paintings. Winter is cold: snowflakes, city streets,
moonlight, and railroad tracks. Spring is warm: friends, community, furry companions, and
wheeling. Summer is hot: contestants, breezes, and balloons. Fall is chilly: noses, pumpkins, art
lovers, and hustle and bustle. Cities represented in the paintings include New York, Brooklyn,
and Long Island, New York; Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania; San Francisco, California; and
Seattle, Washington.
Beautifully colored and detailed oil paintings by world-famous Jane Wooster Scott are a
natural for this "Can you find ..." book. Raffin's text prompts readers to look for over 150 details,
but there are plenty more that can be discovered during rereads. It is interesting to look at the
early fashion, modes of transportation, recreation, and businesses. At the end of the book, the
following folk art styles are explained: naïve art, neo-naïve art, environmental art, outsider art,
and memory art. The reader discovers that Mitzi's world was created in the "memory art" style.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Lum, Kate. Princesses Are Not Perfect. Illustrated by Sue Hellard. Bloomsbury, 2010. ISBN
9781599904320. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Pimary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Picture books; Fairy tales;
Subject: Princesses--Fiction; Self-perception--Fiction; Books--Reviews;
Princesses Allie, Libby, and Mellie may live in a rose-colored palace by the sea, but they
do not sit around doing nothing. Princess Allie is a baker of delicious confections. Princess
Libby is a builder of wondrous constructions. Princess Mellie is a gardener on an epic scale.
However, one day just before the Summer Party while bored of their past-times, they decide to
switch their jobs around, believing the "princesses are good at everything." Princess Mellie is
assigned to do bake 100 cupcakes, Princess Allie to build 100 chairs, and Princess Libby to pick
100 small baskets of blueberries for the Summer Party. However, each princess' effort is
disastrous at their new task, but they are unwilling to admit to each other that they have failed.
Since each cannot sleep that night, they return to their respective past-times to make themselves
feel better. The next day at the Summer Party, much to each other's surprise, Princess Allie
delivers the cupcakes, Princess Libby carts up the chairs, and Princess Mellie drags in the
baskets of berries. The Summer Party is a success, and each Princess learns that she does not
have to be good at everything to be a princess.
Lum and Hellard team up once again to create another charming story. With Lum's
concise prose and Hellard's vivid ink and watercolor, they portray a world full of beautiful
dresses, delicious pastries, aromatic flowers, and hard work, where anyone-- even a princess--can
learn to find self-acceptance.
Volume 30, no.5 (May/June 2010)
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Tieck, Sarah. J.K. Rowling. ABDO Publishing Company, 2010. ISBN 9781604539875. $25.65.
32 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Biographies; Informational books; Picture books;
Subject: Rowling, J.K.--Juvenile literature; Authors, English--20th century--Biography--Juvenile
literature; Books--Reviews
J.K. Rowling is a British author who grew up and has lived in various parts of England,
Wales, Scotland, and even Portugal. She comes from a family of four whose mother passed away
of multiple sclerosis. Despite financial difficulties, divorce, and a child to care for, J.K. Rowling
manages to marry again and publish her Harry Potter series to wide acclaim and popularity.
Sarah Tieck, a well known author of children's biography books, combines essential
information, fun facts, and photographs in such a way as to make it understandable for young
readers. This book targets early elementary school readers and ,not only provides information in
a clear and concise format, but also provides a timeline of Rowling's life, word definitions,
websites to obtain further information on J.K. Rowling, and an index to find specific information
in the book. This book is another great way to learn about J.K. Rowling in the classroom or at
home.
Volume 30, no. 5 May/June
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Lowry, Lois. Crow Call. Illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline. Scholastic, 2009. ISBN
9780545030359. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Picture books; Biographies;
Subject: Fathers and daughters--Juvenile fiction; Hunting--Juvenile fiction; Crows--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
In the late fall, when the air begins to feel the coolness of approaching winter, hundreds
of crows descend upon Provo and the surrounding Utah countryside. It is a delight to watch their
wonderful aerial maneuvers as they find their roosts in the huge trees. This wonder also strikes
Lizzie while on an early-morning November outing with her father, who has just returned from
being away at war for many years. The special crow-calling whistle has worked excellently-hundreds of crows have flown in. Initially, Lizzie and her father set out to hunt the crows which
have been eating their crops. However, their conversation about life and fear temper the father's
intent, at least for the day. They wonder together what the crows are thinking as they look down
at the small girl who is calling them. Do they think she is their friend or "maybe their baby, all
grown up!"
The soft, natural tones of Ibatoulline's realistic illustrations complement Lowry's
thoughtful text which describes the author's long-awaited first outing with her father in 1945.
This tender story explains Lizzie's feelings as she cautiously talks with this "stranger" and asks
questions to get to know her Daddy again after his absence. Lizzie's father patiently listens and
responds to Lizzie's questions, watches her run up and down the hills calling the crows, and
plays an animal calling game with her. No, they haven't shot any crows, but father and daughter
have connected in a very personal meaningful way; hand-in-hand they traverse the hillside on
their way home. The end of the book features a photograph of Lois in the plaid shirt her father
purchased for her from Kronenberg's department store soon after his return home from the war.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Bush, Max. Hansel and Gretel, The Little Brother and the Litter Sister. Anchorage Press, 1995. ISBN
0876023340. $7 script; $40/performance fee. 46 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Plays; Adventure plays; Fantasy plays;
Subject: Grimms fairy tales--Juvenile drama; Children's plays; Drama--Reviews;
Theme: You must be able to help yourself.
Production Requirements: One set with set pieces, some props.
Acts: 1
Run Time: 50minutes
Characters: 6
Cast: 4 female, 2 male
Time Period: Medieval

This version of Hansel and Gretel stays true to the original story as far as possible. The
playwright even went so far as to base his script on the first manuscript of Grimms Fairy Tales,
not the first published version. The father and mother (not a step-mother) have decided that they
must leave the children in the woods so that they will have enough food to survive
themselves. The children overhear their plan and leave a trail of white stones so that they can
find their way home again. When the parents try to leave them again Hansel leaves a trail of
breadcrumbs which are eaten by a bird. This symbolic bird later leads them to the witch's
gingerbread house. Once there, Hansel is captured by the witch to be fattened and eaten while
Gretel is made a slave to her. They eventually escape by pushing the witch into the oven.
This is a refreshing bare-bones approach to a story that has been morphed into hundreds
of different versions. The story is simple and straightforward, as are the characters, leaving room
for the story's themes to shine through. The dialogue is also flowing and clear and allows for
character development. Although the story line might seem harsh and frightening, the hope and
joy in the script make it suitable for young children. The set requirements are not overblown,
making it possible to tour this show.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Cerullo, Mary M. Shipwrecks: Exploring Sunken Cities Beneath the Sea. Dutton, 2009. ISBN
9780525479680. $18.99. 64 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Shipwrecks--Juvenile literature; Underwater archaeology --Juvenile literature; Books-Reviews;
The Henrietta Marie is a wrecked slave ship whose remains have been resting on the
ocean floor for more than three hundred years. Another shipwrecked vessel, The Portland, is a
recently discovered paddle-wheel steamer that has been lost for over one-hundred years. What
both share is not at first noticeable: both have been sites of death, but also a renewal of life
through nature's appropriation of them as habitats for sea life from coral and fish to candy-cane
shrimp.
Cerullo, an ocean-going teacher and author of thirteen ocean books, makes a departure
from typical shipwreck literature by incorporating an element of nature. She explains how
shipwrecks are not only important to history, but to wildlife conservation. This theme of
conservation is promoted through the extensive use of facts as well as the incorporation of
drawings and photographs of wildlife, people, ship documents, and the ships themselves. This
book would be a definite aid in the classroom or home to help create earth-friendly awareness.
Volume 30, no.5 (May/June 2010)
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LaFevers, R. L.. Theodosia and the Eyes of Horus. Illustrated by Yoko Tanaka. Houghton Mifflin,
2010. ISBN 9780547115920. $16.00. 375 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Adventure stories; Detective and mystery stories;
Subject: Adventure and adventurers--Fiction; London (England)--History--20th century--Fiction;
Blessing and cursing--Fiction;
Theodosia and Henry find a special tablet hidden inside a stele taken from their parents'
last dig in Egypt. With the help of an exiled Egyptian, Awi Buda, Theodosia discovers that the
tablet is a map that will lead the seeker to artifacts that were once possessed by Egyptian gods.
With it, Theodosia discovers two special artifacts: the Staff of Osiris and the Orb of Ra (see
Theodosia and the Staff of Osiris). Anyone in possession of these artifacts could rule the world
with god-like powers and yield unimaginable destruction. Theodosia discovers that Awi Buda is
a wedjadeen, a special guard over these sacred artifacts. He must take the tablet back to Egypt to
keep the location of the artifacts safe. Soon after the tablet is discovered, the Serpents of Chaos
and the Arcane Order of the Black Sun all want the tablet to find the powerful artifacts. The
Serpents of Chaos threaten Theodosia's family to make her give the tablet to them. Theodosia
and Awi Buda set a trap for the Serpents of Chaos, but most of them escape. In the end, the tablet
is kept safe and must be returned to Egypt.
Theodosia and the Eyes of Horus mirrors the first two books in action, pacing, wit, and
adventure. However, the end of this book sets up for another story to unfold. LaFevers' writing is
crisp, suspenseful, smart, and humorous. This series will not disappoint any reader who longs for
a great adventure and a courageous heroine.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Stewart, Trenton Lee. The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Prisoner's Dilemma. Illustrated
by Diana Sudyka. Little Brown, 2009. ISBN 9780316045520. $16.99. 391 pp.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Adventure stories; Science fiction;
Subject: Friendship--Juvenile fiction; Adventure and adventurers--Juvenile fiction; Schools-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
The families of Reynie, Sticky, Kate, and Constance are all living at Mr. Benedict's
home. The government officials from Stonetown want Mr. Benedict to give them the Whisperer,
but Mr. Benedict wants to examine it before he turns it over. While the children's families are out
of the house, members of Mr. Curtain's gang steal the Whisperer. Meanwhile, Constance is
trying to understand her background. She finds out that a member of Mr. Curtain's gang came to
take her away from an orphanage as a baby, but she ran away and lived inside Stonetown's
library until she read Mr. Benedict's notice in the paper. While searching for Constance’s past,
the children are kidnapped by Mr. Curtain's men and taken to a partially torn down building
complex. There Mr. Curtain is trying to start up his Whisperer again to control the minds of
government leaders, but it doesn't work, thanks to Mr. Benedict's efforts. The children's families,
Mr. Benedict, and his assistants come to the children's rescue. Mr. Curtain is caught and
imprisoned along with members of his gang. In the end, Constance is adopted by Mr. Benedict.
This is the final book in The Mysterious Benedict Society series. Stewart brings the series
to a fulfilling and enjoyable conclusion.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Review: Full Issue

Stewart, Trenton Lee. The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Perilous Journey. Illustrated by
Diana Sudyka. Little Brown, 2008. ISBN 9780316057806. $16.99. 440 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Adventure stories; Science fiction;
Subject: Missing persons--Juvenile fiction; Treasure hunt (Game)--Juvenile fiction; Adventure
and adventurers--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Many changes occurred since Reynie, Kate, Sticky, and Constance overthrew Mr.
Curtain and his evil plans. To test their knowledge and courage, Mr. Benedict has created a
special trip to lead the children to a location somewhere in Europe. But soon after the children
receive this assignment, Mr. Benedict is kidnapped by Mr. Curtain and his gang. The children
decide to complete Mr. Benedict's trip but look for clues to his whereabouts. While searching for
him, the children learn that Mr. Benedict has been searching for a special plant to stop his
narcolepsy--a problem Mr. Curtain shares as well. Their trail leads them to a secluded island
where this special plant grows and where Mr. Curtain and his gang are holding Mr. Benedict.
With the help of Mulligan, and trusting their own courage, the children help free Mr. Benedict,
but Mr. Curtain and his gang escape again.
Stewart's second book matches the first in its wit, suspense, and daring. Readers can see
the relationship grow between all the children and Mr. Benedict in this book. Another great read
aloud book for children ages 8 and older.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Creech, Sharon. The Unfinished Angel. Harper Collins, 2009. ISBN 9780061430954. $15.99. 164 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Contemporary realistic fiction; Humorous stories;
Subject: Angels--Juvenile fiction; Orphans--Juvenile fiction; Switzerland--Juvenile Fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Not all angels have wings and halos, and sometimes they're not perfect, either. In the
Swiss Alps lies a tiny village where one such angel lives. It has spent many generations watching
over the people there, but is always wondering where the other angels are. The peace of the
village is interrupted when a young girl named Zola moves in and is able to see the angel.
Together they work to help a group of orphans living in the village whom none of the adults
knows about. In the end, they convince Zola's father that they should stay at his new school, and
the children's vibrancy and excitement for life bring the sleepy town back to life.
While The Unfinished Angel has a small but charming cast of characters, the plot is slow,
and the language proves a tad confusing. The Angel, who is both genderless and nameless, tells
the story in somewhat broken English. While this is an interesting tactic for storytelling, it does
make some of the narration confusing, especially for a young audience. The characters are fun
though, and they make the book interesting when the plot lags, which happens periodically
throughout the book. While The Unfinished Angel has its endearing moments, its faults could
prove problematic for its intended audience.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)
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Coburn, Ann. Alex and the Warrior. Oberon Books, 2004. ISBN 1840025026. Contact publisher
regarding price. 78 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Plays; Christmas plays; Humorous plays;
Subject: Christmas--Juvenile drama; Video games--Juvenile drama; Children's plays; Drama--Reviews;
Theme: A brave man does the right thing.
Production Requirements: Fairly complicated production requirements involving sets, lights, sound, and

costumes. Requires large frame and a snowstorm.
Acts: 2
Run Time: 75-90 minutes
Characters: 5
Cast: 4 male, 1 female
Time Period: Present day
The play begins with a young boy named Alex, whose grandfather is in the hospital. Due to the
recent death of his father, the hospitalization upsets Alex so much that he refuses to go with his mother
for a visit He finds solace in his favorite video game, involving a Warrior and evil villains called Skarg.
He wishes that the Warrior could come help him rescue his grandfather from the hospital. Since it is
Christmas Eve, this wish comes true, and the Warrior comes out of the screen to help him. They leave for
the hospital and are secretly followed by two Skarg intent on capturing them. Through various adventures
Alex and the Warrior trick the Skarg, and the Warrior returns with them into the screen. Along the way
Alex realizes, with the help of Warrior, that rescuing his grandfather from the hospital may not be the best
plan.
The script is full of theatrical conventions, some work well and some do not. A large frame
upstage works well, representing several things including the screen that the video game characters come
out of. The oft repeated image of a snow globe with a father and son building a snowman inside it is
successfully used to portray the relationship between Alex and his father. In the show, Alex has a pet cat
who can speak to the audience but not to the actors. The cat speaks in rhyming couplets, which is more
forced and distracting than successful. Most of the jokes involving the Skarg are not funny. This play
would probably appeal most to young boys who enjoy video games.
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MacLachlan, Patricia. Word After Word After Word. Harper Collins, 2010. ISBN 9780060279714.
$14.99. 128 p.

Reviewer: Marsha D. Broadway
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding

Genre: Fiction; Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Writing--Juvenile fiction; Authorship--Juvenile fiction; Schools--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
An author, Ms. Mirabel, visits a fourth grade class for six weeks to teach students about
words and writing. Five young friends learn about themselves, their lives, and what is real and
unreal as they write. Lucy's mother has cancer. May's family is adopting a baby. Russell, whose
dog has died, babysits his baby brother Oliver after school. Evie's parents are divorced. And
Henry calls his parents by their given names and sometimes feels like he is the grown-up.
Newbery Award winner MacLachlan was asked years ago to write a book about writing.
After many classroom visits and students' questions, she decided to approach the topic through
story. The results are stunning insights into the writing process and the power of story in
understanding and dealing with life. When Henry asks Ms. Mirabel why she writes, her voice
seems to become MacLachlan's, "I, myself, write to change my life, to make it come out the way
I want it to."
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Review: Full Issue

Philbrick, Rodman. The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg. Blue Sky Press, 2009. ISBN
9780439668187. $16.99. 224 p.
Reviewer: Pat Frade
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Adventure stories;
Subject: Orphans--Juvenile fiction; Brothers--Juvenile fiction; Adventures and adventurers-Fiction; United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
The outrageous adventures of Homer P. Figg are set during 1863 and the American Civil
War. Homer, age 12, and his brother Harold, age 17, live with Uncle Squinton, who treats them
worse than their pigs. After Homer is caught eating the pigs' food, Harold stands up to Uncle
Squinton and is sold to the U.S. Army. Homer runs away in search of Harold. While following
Harold’s tracks, Homer meets an unusual array of people: Jebediah Brewster and Mrs. Bean,
who give Homer a lot of good food. Homer helps free some runaway slaves, then Mr. Willow
accompanies Homer on his trip to New York, but Mr. Willow falls prey to a woman. Professor
Fleabottom then finds Homer in New York where Homer becomes an attraction of the
Professor's traveling medicine show. Homer is also accused of being a spy, has a close encounter
with a hot air balloon, and witnesses the Battle of Gettysburg.
Rodman Philbrick is a master storyteller. Homer P. Figg is a quirky little novel that is

funny with a plot that keeps moving. Young readers will enjoy this book while learning a little
bit of history at the same time. This adventure received a 2010 Newbery Honor and is an American
Library Association Notable Book for Young Readers.
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Wilson, Jacqueline. Cookie. Illustrated by Nick Sharratt. Roaring Book Press, 2009. ISBN
9781596435346. $16.99. 320 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding

Genre: Fiction; Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Self-esteem--Juvenile fiction; Family problems--Juvenile fiction; Teasing--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Beauty Cooksen seems to have a lot to make her happy: a pricey private school, a large
house, beautiful toys, and expensive clothes. Instead she hates her school, she can't have a pet
inside her home, she can't play with her toys, and she doesn't fit into her clothes. Her classmates
call her "Ugly" because they feel she doesn't live up to her name. Her mother, Dilys, trys to
persuade Beauty's classmates to call her "Cookie" by learning to bake different cookies. Beauty’s
father, Gerry, isn't happy that his wife is baking and calls her useless. Gerry verbally abuses
Beauty and Dilys when he thinks they aren't looking or doing their best. After lavishly
celebrating Beauty's birthday, Gerry kills Beauty's new rabbit and tells Beauty how ugly and
terrible she is. Dilys has finally had enough of his abuse and takes Beauty away to a new home in
Rabbit Cove. After their move, Dilys becomes famous for her cookies to the point that Beauty is
asked to show off her mother's cookies on a national television show.
The book cover of Cookie seems to suggest a more humorous, fun story than the one
presented. But don't judge this book by its colorful cover. Wilson's story is about how abusive
relationships eat away someone's confidence. Along with this theme, Wilson showcases the
benefits of leaving those relationships to gain self-confidence and courage to face life. Wilson's
story is a revealing, endearing, and heart-wrenching narrative with great character development
and a strong voice.
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Jones, Diana Wynne. Enchanted Glass. HarperCollins, 2010. ISBN 9780061866845. $16.99. 292
p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Orphans--Juvenile fiction; Magic--Juvenile fiction; England--Juvenile fiction; Books-Reviews;
Andrew Hope has just inherited his grandfather's house, field-of-care, and enemies. Soon
after Andrew's move, Aidan Cain, a recently orphaned boy, comes to Andrew's home seeking his
grandfather's help. Strange shadow enemies are chasing Aidan to take him to King Oberon, a.k.a.
Mr. Brown. Supposedly, Aidan is Mr. Brown’s illegitimate child. Andrew finds out this news
and promises to protect Aidan from Mr. Brown. During a large festival in town, Mr. Brown uses
all of his evil forces to try and capture Aidan. Andrew banishes Mr. Brown and his subjects back
to their original world. After the banishment, Mr. Brown sends a note to Andrew saying that
Aidan does not look like his child.
Jones's book is extremely confusing, sporadic, and weak. There is little back-story in
explaining the magical world or magical elements created in the story. Too many times odd plot
developments occur with no explanation of how or why. Along with Jones's undeveloped
characters, there are too many characters in the story, making it hard for readers to keep tract of
who's who. This is a major disappointment given Jones's influence on fantasy fiction.
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Telgemeier, Raina. Smile. Illustrated by Raina Telgemeier. Scholastic, 2010. ISBN
9780545132060. $10.99. 214 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Autobiographies; Humorous stories;
Subject: Self-esteem in adolescence; Girls--Dental care; Graphic novels; Books--Reviews;
As a sixth grader, Raina isn't looking forward to getting braces. At least she'll only have
them for two years, though. How bad could it be? Pretty awful, as it turns out. When Raina trips
after a Girl Scout meeting, she knocks her two front teeth out of place. The dentist tries to repair
the damage with a cast, but when that fails to work Raina undergoes years of dental work in
order to get her teeth straightened out. Braces, root canals, fake teeth, and retainers all play a role
in getting her mouth back to normal. Despite all the dental drama, Raina still lives the life of a
normal teenager, getting her ears pierced, crushing on boys, and dealing with friend problems. In
the end not only does Raina get her smile fixed, but she learns to trust and love herself, no matter
what she looks like on the outside.
Raina Telgemeier wrote and illustrated Smile based on her own traumatic dental
experiences that started in middle school and lasted into high school. It's a quick but fun read,
with great illustrations that are just as fun and goofy as the story. Even readers who haven't had
to deal with braces will relate to Raina's experiences, as she puts just as much emphasis on her
normal teenage problems as the dental ones. At times both painful and sweet, Smile is a
wonderful graphic novel that portrays the insecurities and problems of teenage life in a relatable
and fun way.
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Senning, Cindy Post and Peggy Post. Prom and Party Etiquette. Illustrated by Steven Salerno.
Harper Collins, 2010. ISBN 9780061117138. $15.99. 134 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent

Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Etiquette for children and teenagers--Juvenile literature; Proms--Juvenile literature;
Parties--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
For many teens, high school is a time of friends, excitement, and parties of every kind!
Some occasions, though, require special planning and thought, such as prom or a graduation
party. How is a teenager supposed to know how to dress, act, and eat for these kinds of parties?
Prom and Party Etiquette answers all these questions, and more.
Cindy Post Senning and Peggy Post do a marvelous job of explaining how to best prepare
for any kind of party, whether it's pizza with friends or the prom itself! They provide tips both
for hosting a get together and for attending one, and answer questions about what to expect when
you arrive and how to act accordingly. Senning and Post both have backgrounds in teaching and
writing about etiquette. This book is essentially the result of a survey of one hundred teens across
the country that asked them questions to make sure the information is current with today's high
schoolers. Prom and Party Etiquette is easy to navigate with sections about specific school
dances and activities. Charming, simple fifties-esque line drawings accompany the text, and both
illustrate and educate right along with the advice being given. This book would be especially
helpful for students just starting high school, or for their parents.
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Zusak, Markus. The Book Thief. Knopf, 2006. ISBN 9780375831003. $16.00. 552 p.
Reviewer: Pat Frade
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Books and reading--Juvenile fiction.; Jews--Germany--History--1933-1945--Juvenile
fiction; Gernamy--History--1933-1945--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
This WWII story, set in Nazi Germany, centers around a young girl named Liesel. For
unknown reasons, Liesel’s mother can no longer care for Liesel and her brother. On the train ride
to their new foster family, Liesel’s brother dies. When Liesel and her mother stop at a cemetery
in the next town to bury the young boy, Liesel finds a book (her first) and picks it up as a
remembrance of her brother. She then arrives at the home of her new foster family, a middle-age
couple named Hans and Rosa. Hans is a kind, gentle man who comforts the young girl and
teaches her to read. Liesel collects more stolen books and finds a group of friends: the boy Rudy,
the Jewish refugee Max, and the mayor's wife (who has a whole library from which she allows
Liesel to steal). Liesel finds pleasure, comfort, and peace in books--even while living in the
midst of war, losing her own family, risking her life with her foster family to help a Jew, and
surviving air raids. Books become her lifeline!
The Book Thief is the winner of the 2007 Printz Honor Award and various other awards
for 2006 and 2007. The writing of this book is interesting, narrated by Death. It gives the reader
a sense of what a child's life (and the average German's life) was like during the war. The
author's message lies not only in the power of words, but also in how a young girl finds a way to
rise above her difficult life by reading books.
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Tomlinson, Heather. Toads and Diamonds. Henry Holt, 2009. ISBN 9780805089684. $16.99.
278 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Fairy tales;
Subject: Stepsisters--Juvenile fiction; Blessing and cursing--Juvenile fiction; India--History-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
While Diribani is fetching water from the sacred well, the goddess Naghali "blesses" her
with the gift of speaking gems and flowers. Diribani returns home to her stepsister, Tana, and her
stepmother, Ma Hiral, showing her new gift. Tana decides to go to the well also to meet the
goddess. When she returns, she is given the blessing of speaking sacred toads and snakes. Once
their gifts are exposed to the public, Diribani is taken to the capital of their kingdom to be
protected by Prince Zahid and Tana is sent to live at a temple. Tana decides to leave the temple
on a pilgrimage. While visiting a local village, Governor Alwar's soldiers capture the whole
village because they supposedly helped Tana. Tana follows the captors to an estate. Through her
hard work, she discovers the captured villagers and her love Kalyan. She helps Kalyan to escape
so he can reveal Alwar's evil to the emperor. Diribani is kidnapped from the capital by Alwar
because he wants to use her gift to gain riches for himself. While traveling, the two sisters meet
up and work together to kill Alwar. After his death, goddess Naghali comes to claim Alwar's
body and to take the gifts way from the two girls.
Tomlinson's book is a beautifully written story based on the fairytale "Les Fées" or "The
Fairies" by Charles Perrault and Morna Livingston's book on stepwells in India. But the beauty
of the book is created between the two stories told from Tana's and Diribani's perspective.
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Thor, Annika. A Faraway island. Delacorte, 2009. ISBN 9780385736176. $16.99. 247 p.
Reviewer: Pat Frade
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: World War, 1939-1945--Refugees--Juvenile fiction.; Jews--Sweden--Juvenile fiction;
Sisters--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reveiws;
Stephie (age 12) and Nellie (age 7) have lived a comfortable life with their parents in
Vienna. To escape the Nazis, the girls are sent to a rugged island off the coast of Sweden, where
they expect to stay until their parents can leave Austria. The girls have separate host families.
Nellie's host family has several children, so Nellie settles in easily and quickly begins learning
Swedish. Stephie's host family is a couple without children. The husband is away fishing most of
the time, and the wife is very strict and cold. Stephie experiences loneliness and isolation and has
a hard time making friends at school. She eventually perseveres against the challenges of making
friends, learning Swedish, and hoping her parents will arrive soon. As the war comes closer (to
Denmark and Norway), details of their life in Vienna are revealed and an understanding of the
fear they have for the Nazis is better understood.
This book is based on interviews with Jewish refugees in wartime Sweden. In 1939, five
hundred Jewish children were sent to safety in Sweden and had various experiences living with
Swedish families. This is an excellent book for teens to read about Holocaust historical fiction
and about refugee children, the meaning of identity, and the joys and sorrows of growing up.
This is the first book of four novels about the sisters. A Faraway Island won the 2010 Mildred L.
Batchelder Award and was both an American Library Association Notable Book and Sydney
Taylor Honor Book for Older Readers.
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Napoli, Donna Jo. The Wager. Henry Holt, 2010. ISBN 9780805087819. $16.99. 262 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Dependable

Genre: Fiction; Fairy tales;
Subject: Conduct of life--Juvenile fiction; Wagers--Juvenile fiction; Italy--History--12th century-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
After Don Giovanni's country is ravaged by a volcano eruption, an earthquake, and a
tsunami, the wealthy, handsome youth is reduced to a beggar, wandering the country for work,
food, and shelter. An early storm arrives in September, causing work and food to stop. During
this time, the devil disguises himself as well-dressed man and seeks out Don Giovanni. He offers
Don Giovanni his wealth again, but there is a stipulation. Don Giovanni must not wash or groom
himself for three years, three months, and three days. Don Giovanni accepts the offer and a
special purse that will give him any amount of money he wishes. Don Giovanni tries to live out
his sentence quietly, but soon people get suspicious of his money and his foul smell. He travels
to a new town where he buys a villa. Instead of using the money for himself, he soon uses his
money for charitable projects. News of his generosity reaches the king. After Don Giovanni
gives a large sum of money to the king, the king offers his sister's hand in marriage. By this time,
only a few months remain of his filthy sentence. Don Giovanni perseveres and marries the king's
sister.
Napoli's story is not for the weak-hearted, but her storytelling is engaging. Don
Giovanni's filthiness and the aftermath of the tsunami's destruction are described in full detail.
Even so, Don Giovanni's narrative is thought provoking and enlightening. The story is taken
from an old Sicilian fairytale, "Don Giovanni de la Fortuna."
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Oliver, Lauren. Before I Fall. HarperCollins, 2010. ISBN 9780061726804. $17.99. 470 p.
Reviewer: Debbie Barr
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent

Genre: Fiction; Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Popularity--Juvenile fiction; Conduct of life--Juvenile fiction; Dead--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Samantha Kingston has everything. She's popular, pretty, has an amazing boyfriend, and
an awesome group of friends. February 12th should be just another perfect day of school and
partying. Instead, a twist of fate ends the day with a car crash that kills her. However, Sam is
given the chance to re-live the day of her death seven times. Each day reveals secrets about
herself, her friends, and the events leading up to her death. As Sam re-lives this day over and
over, she changes. Most importantly she learns that the "mean girl" actions of her group of
friends have driven someone to the edge. Juliet Skyes, a girl much like herself, takes her life on
the same day Sam dies. In the end, Sam learns that "it's never too late" and finds peace when she
sacrifices her own life for Juliet's.
This character-driven novel is a fascinating look into the issues surrounding popularity
and bullying in high school. Samantha is by no means a sympathetic character at the beginning
of the book. The actions of her and her friends are both selfish and cruel. However, Sam's
progression as a character ends the story in a hopeful way, despite her death. The plot stays
compelling because the events change with each "new" day as Sam tests out different
possibilities. It should be noted that some readers may be uncomfortable with the content, as the
characters participate in sexual activity and drug use, so it is recommended for mature readers
only. Nonetheless, it is a well-crafted novel with provoking thoughts that stay with the reader,
even after the story is finished.
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Baratz-Logsted, Lauren. Crazy Beautiful. Houghton Mifflin, 2009. ISBN 9780547223070.
$10.88. 193 p.
Reviewer: Megan Harris
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Amputees--Juvenile fiction; People with disabilities--Juvenile fiction; Bullying-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
It is clear from his two prosthetic hooks that Lucius has a secret. He has recently moved
since an explosion of his house, and his family seems distant. He knows already that his first day
of school won't be good when others begin whispering about him, and the obvious results of his
homemade bomb-building experiments, on the bus. When the beautiful Aurora gets on the bus
there is an instant connection. Aurora and her father, Mr. Belle, have also just moved into town
in order to start new lives after her mother's passing from cancer. Lucius deals with bullies,
stigmas, distant parents, and his double-amputations. Aurora deals with cliques, unwanted
advances, and her father's arrest for allegedly having inappropriate relations with a female
student. Despite all the stress, the two can't shake their connection to each other and kiss during a
neighborhood party. Later, Aurora is told that Lucius is responsible for her father's unjust arrest.
Aurora, heartbroken, shuns him, despite his position as Stage Manager of the school musical she
stars in. Using his wits, Lucius discovers that two scheming students, both "friends" of Aurora,
arranged for Mr. Belle's arrest on false charges. He breaks the news to authorities and Mr. Belle
is absolved of all charges, just in time to see the end of "Grease" and the two teen's end-of-show
kiss.
Baratz-Logsted approaches the tale of "Beauty and the Beast" with a contemporary slant.
She realistically addresses death, guilt, second chances and the experience of amputees. The
characters are likeable and believable. A balance is met with providing readers with experiences
they can relate to (bullies, dating, family) and introducing experiences that may be new (death,
amputation, injustice). The story is organized with the alternating perspectives of both Aurora
and Lucius. An excellent read for high school students. Note: contains a short paragraph about
masturbation; parental discretion suggested.
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Harrison, Mette Ivie. The Princess and the Snowbird. HarperCollins, 2009. ISBN
9780061553172. $17.99. 240 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy fiction; Adventure stories;
Subject: Fairy tales; Magic--Juvenile fiction; Human-animal communication--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Liva, the daughter of Richon and Chala and inheritor of their aur-magic, continues their
quest to save the pure aur-magic after their deaths at the hands of the Hunter, a human bent on
conserving the corruption of tehr-magic and destroying aur-magic. Along the way, Liva meets
and is drawn to the outcast Jens, a young man without either magic. Together with the aid of the
last snowbird--the guardian of the aur-magic--they find a way to preserve aur-magic and thus
save humanity.
This sequel to Harrison's The Princess and the Bear tells yet another brilliant and earthconscious tale that delves deeply into human nature, as well as realistically portrays the mindsets
of both good and evil in the characters of Liva, Jens, and the Hunter. While the characters are
realistic and the plot is generally well-paced, the last few chapters seem a bit rushed. Moreover,
there is no comparison or reference to the previous magics of the prior books, so it leaves the
reader a bit confused. However, this tale stands well enough on its own and earns the author yet
another recommendation. Mette Ivie Harrison received Honorable Mention in the Young Adult
Literature category from the Association for Mormon Letters in both 2004 and 2007 for her
works, Mira, Mirror and The Princess and the Hound.
Volume 30, no. 5 (May/June 2010)

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol30/iss5/33

30

Review: Full Issue

MacCullough, Carolyn. Once a Witch. Clarion, 2009. ISBN 9780547223995. $16.00. 292 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Witches--Juvenile fiction; Identity--Juvenile fiction; Time travel--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Tamsin Greene's grandmother prophesied that Tamsin would be the greatest witch in
their family, but Tamsin's powers have not come through. While Tamsin is working at her
family's bookstore, Alistair Callum, a professor at NYU, asks for help in finding an heirloom
clock. Tamsin promises to find the clock, and with the help of her friend Gabriel, she travels
through time to retrieve it. But there is more behind this antique. The clock holds the powers of
the Domani, a binding spell that keeps the evil Knight family from regaining their full powers
again. Tamsin takes the clock to Alistair not knowing a trace of the Domani magic is still on the
clock. Alistair, who is a member of the Knight family, uses that bit of magic to force Tamsin to
reveal where the next Domani artifact is located. Tamsin leads him to Grand Central Station
where the main clock holds the Domani power. Tamsin activates the clock and sends Alistair
into the past, leaving Tamsin and her family uncertain what damage he might do to their family’s
past.
MacCullough's writing is fresh, vibrant, and delightful. MacCullough writes this story as
if she is witnessing all of Tamsin's movements, which makes the story feel more realistic than
most fantasy books. There is a good chance a second book will be written since the ending is
inconclusive. Teachers, parents, and librarians should be aware that Tamsin is portrayed as an
underage smoker.
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Sodaro, Craig. Murder by the Book. Pioneer Drama, 2000. $6 script; $50-40/performance fee. 46 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Plays; Detective and mystery plays; Humorous plays;
Subject: Mystery--Juvenile drama; Drama--Reviews;
Theme: All actions have a consequence.
Production Requirements: Simple interior set with simple lights and props.
Acts: 2
Run Time: 90 minutes
Characters: 10
Cast: 4 male, 6 female
Time Period: Present day

The Raven Society has assembled for its annual meeting. This society consists of several
authors/critics who choose the best and worst books of the year to be awarded. Because of the
prestige of the award, members of the society keep their identity a secret even to each other. To
accomplish this, they arrive in character as a famous historical author and remain so for the
entire meeting, where they are cut off from the outside world for three days. At this year's
meeting the society has received a death threat from last year's "worst book" author. He/she
promises to kill each member of the society "by their own word." Almost immediately the
members begin to die and a rush to solve the mystery ensues.
Literary enthusiasts will enjoy the characters and references throughout the
play. However, much of the dialogue and plot depend on a prior knowledge of the authors who
are portrayed. Accordingly, this play would suit an older young audience--high school and up.
The author's characters make for a fun and simple character study, suitable for high school age
actors to perform. The play heavily emphasizes characterization, to the detriment of the plot. The
play is mainly spent developing characters as they sit and talk, and then the murder plot is
somewhat clumsily tied up quickly at the end.
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